
Kiwi telco regime án Aussie aÍfau
BY AI{GEtA PRIESTTEY

AUSTRALIAN LEGAL practitioners are cross-
ing the Tasman to assist New Zealand telecom-
munications carriers establish tlie cöuntry's mobile
network roll out legislative regime.

Sydney-based communications a4d technology
frm Truman Hoyle is acting on behalf of NZ Com-
munications Ltd in the reguiatbry process and other
matters involved in rolling out the country's third
mobile netwo¡k.

It's a move that teflects similar work intema-
tionally, with firms ü[e Truman Hoyte and Gilbert
+ Tobin being retained to utilise their Australian
gained experience. in telecommunicalions regimes
across tbe globe.

For Truman Hoyle, the bulk of their invoivement
comes from determining the mobile collocation
terms. Dr Ross Patterson, NZ telecommunications
commissioner said mobile collocation has been an
obligation since the beginning of the Tel¿commu-
nications Act in Australia, it's these many years of
experience that make Austalian expertise appealiiig.

It's an opportìrnity, sàid Patterson, for New
Zealand to come up with a world-class regime.
"This is going to be the wo¡ld leadership position
because it is new and no jurisdiction has yet really
made it work," he said. "We have the advantage
of learning whai's been done and coming up'with
a model that will benefit consumers in a way we
haven't seen in other jurisdictions.

Even Dr Patterson himself has crossed the Tas-
man to his position as telecommunications com-
missioner after working 10 years for Minter Ellison
in Australia.

Shanð Barber, managing director of Truman
Hoyle, said much of his involvement is around c¡e-

ating the terms for the New Zealand mobile mai-
kei to bianch out from its curent state of duopoly.
"NZ consumers don't have choice," he said.
"They're paying significantly more than people in
other OECD countries are paying simply because

there's no competition."
Barber believe$ the market is relatively

immature, a problem ¡ealised as NZ moves to
regulate the sector on issues that.have been done
elsewhere in the globe a long time ago. "The
upside of course is that they can now adopt
the best practices from around the world and
have a world-leading regime," he said. "The
downside is that there's an extra decade of incum-
bents. It means it's hard without significant regu-
latory change."

The added years of maturity in the Australian
market give local legal practitioners particularly
luring attributes relevant to overseas markets. "This
kind of expertise is becoming a real export oppor-
tunity for,Australian law firms that have the exper-
tise and regulatory work, and it's not as susceptible
to the highs and lows in the commercial market,"
said Barber.

The process is tipped to continue throughout
2008 wìth all carriers required to initially under-
take a month loDg intensive negotiation under the
auspices of the Telecommunications Carriers
Forum in order to agree on network collocation
terms. Vodafone New Zealand, undei the direction
of the New Zealand Commerce Commission, is
then requìred to develop a stândard terms proposal
incorporating whatever agreement is achieved.
From there, the Commerce Commission will call
for a series of submissiÒns ând cross submissions
before it establishes the Standa¡d Terms Dete¡mi-
nation on mobile network co-location.
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